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that a good deal of this type of manufae-
ture is placed on the market and this
measure will help to ensure that the public
are sold a produet of high quality. I hope
the opinion expressed by members of the
Bootmakers’ Union will be aecquiesced in
by all the Governments, and that when this
Government proclaims the Aet it will be
able to state that it is uniform throughout
Australia.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
L. Thorn—Toodyay—in reply) [1219]:
This legislation is uwniform among all the
States and the query raised by the mem-
ber for Pilbara as to the uppers of a hoot
or shoe is answered in the regulations
which specifically deal with that question. -
I have the regulations before me and I ecan
assure the hon. member that that point is
covered in them. ’

Question put and passed.‘
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—Short Title.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Members
will notice that the short title is shown as
the ‘‘Footwear Regulations Act, 1916.°'
That is a printer’s error and to reetify it,
I move— ’

That in line 1 after the word ‘‘the’’ the
womls ‘‘Footwear Regulation Act Amendment
Act, 1949, and shall be read as one with the’’
be inserted.

Awendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clanses 2 and 3—agreed to.

i

Clanse 4—Repeal and re-epactment of
Bection 4:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Proposed
new Section 4 contains a reference to the
outside of a boot or shoe, whereas it should
mention the outsole. I move an amend.
ment—

That in line 4 the word '‘outside’’ be struck
out and the word ‘‘outsple’’ inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed ;¢he clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 5, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

[COUNCIL] .

ADJOUBRBNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty—
Murray-Wellington) : I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
2.30 p.m. today.

Question put and passed.

Ho use‘ adjourned at 12.23 a.m.
(Wednesday).

Tiegislative Toumeil.

Wednesday, 28th September, 1949,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

TOBACCO.
As to Reduction of Galdfields Ration.

Hon. W. R. HALL asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the West-
ern Australian Tobaceg Trade Distribation
Committee has decided to decrease the
tobacco ration by 15 per cent. as from the
1st October, 1949, in Kalgoorlie and Boulder?
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(2) Does the Minister know whether or
not the Distribution Committee uged figures
based on the population of Kalgoorlie and
Boulder in 1948 as the guiding faetor, re-
sulting in its arriving at this decision?

(3) Did the committee use the Government
Stafistician’s figures? If not, whose figures
did it use?

(4} Does the Minister know—

(a) that there has been a substantial
increase’ of the population in Kalgoorlie
and Boulder since the announcement of
the increase in the priece of gold;

(b) that there has beén a large number
of prospectors and gold seekers refurnp-
ing to the Goldfields and that the numfer
is increasing daily;

{(c) that there has been a number of
migrants settle on the Goldfields recently,
and that arrangements are being made to
accommodate several hundred men in
Boulder?

(6) In view of the serious shortage and
hardships that will be eaused to the com-
munity of Kalgoorlie and Boulder by the
suggested redueced ration of tobacco, will the
Minister take the necessary steps to have
the whole of the circumstances reviewed
with the object of having the 15 per cent.
ration restored?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes.

(3) For the 1940 figures the souree was
the Government Year Book for 1941. The
fipures for 1948 were taken from the re-

cords of the number of ration books issued
in November, 1948,

(4) (a) No; (b) No; (¢) Yes.
(5) Yes. , -

COAL.
As to Geologists’ Report on Eradu-Irwin
Area.
Hon. A. L. LOTON (for Hon. L. A.
Logan) asked the Chief Secretary: )

(1) How many geologists were employed
on the Eradu-Irwin eosl area? )
(2) How long were they employed on
the areat -
(3) Has thein report been received? If
- 80, will it be made available to members?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

{1) Three.

{2) Five months (approximately).

(3) The report is in course of preparation.

When it is received, copies will be” made
available to any members desiring same.

BILI—FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT.
' Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, W. J. MANN (South-West)
[2.39] : With the main portion of the Bill,
I am in accord, but there are one or two
matters that I think might be varied or im-
proved. One to whieh T propose to confine
my remarks relafes to Clause 10, which pro-
vides that where a servant or agent is appre-
hended for having under-sized fish in his
possession, notwithstanding that the em-
ployer may be apprehended and fined, =
charge may be laid against the servant or
agent for having the fish in his possession.
That makes possible the imposition of =
rather severe penalty on a person who may
have no knowledge of the position. Pro-
posed new Subsection (4) of Seclion 24
reads— . .

In any prosecution of any person for am
alleged offence against the provisions of this
section, it shall be no defence for him to prove
that he iz only the servant or agent of the
owner of the fish concerned or is only entrusted
for the time being with the fish by such owner,

but the servant or agent and the owner shall
each be liable.

Then it goes on to say—

(5) If the person charged, being a servanb
or agent, proves that at the material time, the
fish were ip the eame state as that in which he
received them from his employer or prineipal,
and at the material time bhe had no knowledge
that the fish were of a less length than that
referred to in Subsection (1) of this seetiom,
he may, notwithstanding .that his employer or
principal bas himself been convicted and fined,
recover from the employer or prineipal the
amount of any penalty for which he may have
been convieted in respect of the charge, to-
gether with the costs . . . .

And sp on. Those who have seen fish being
earted from the coast to railhegds or .te
canning works will know that the usnal
custom is for the fisherman to bring in his
cateh, sort it into boxes, put some ice on
top of it and a piece of hessian, and nail
it down. Then an ordinary carrier, or per-
haps ope of his neighbours, will take pos-
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session of the fish and, for a small considera-
tion, cart it to the railway station or the
cannery, as the case may be. Under the
Bill, the man carting the fish is liable and
may be fined. It is true that the Bill pro-
vides that—

Where o servant or agent is so convicted, the
court of summary jurigdiction may sespend
the operation of the conviction for any period
not exeeeding three months so as to enable the
defendant to recover the amount of the fine
and costs from the employer or principal
That is all right; but the sting in it, in
my view, is that, while the employee or
agent may be able to recover the amount
of the fine and ecosts, & conviction is re-
eorded egainst him. It is easy to realise
that no earrier would stand over the fisher-
man while he was sorting the fish into the
box. A person could carry fish on two or
three oceasions and he stopped by an in-
spector each time, and some undersized fish
might be found in the consignments.

The man might be prosecuted on each oe-
casion, and, although later he might recover
from his employer the amount of the fines
and the costs, his eonvictions would be
mounting up. Then there might come a day
when o more serions case would arise in
which he was implicated, and the court
would say, “This man has a list of convie-
tions against him.” Consequently, I would
like to see the Chief Secretary add a pro-
viso at the end of Subelause (6) to the
effect that where an agent or a servant re-
covers from his employer the amount of
a fine and costs, no conviction shall be re-
corded against that agent or servamt. I
think that is fair. If the law says it will
recognise that he is not guilty insofar as
making provision for him to reecover the
sums in which he has been mulef, it should
go a little further and say that no convie-
tion shall be recorded against him. That
is the main objection I have to the Bill, and
I trust the Chief Secretary will assist in
that regard when the measure is in Com-
mittee.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
5. W. Packer—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) f2.45]: From what I can gather,
members will agree to the seeond reading
of the Bill, but I would like to refer fo
some of the matters that kave been raised.
I am afraid that Mr. Mann has not read
the Aet beeause, as it stands—and it is

[COUNCIL.]

not being altered ezcept to give relief to
what I might eall the innocent conveyor of
these undersized fish—

Hon, W. J. Mann: Only up to & point.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The Aet says
that if any person shell, without lawful
authority, have in his possession or on his
premises or in any boat fish that are under-
sized, he shall be liable to a penalty. All
the Bill provides is that if a man has undex-
sized fish in his possession and is a servant
or agent of the owner, he ean recover from
the owner any fines and costs imposed on
him. That cannof be done at present.

&lon. A, L. Loton: But a conviction will
be recorded against him.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That is done
now. If in Committee any member thinks
it wise to move an amendment to the effect
that it shall not be an offence for one to
have undersized fish iz one’s possession,
we can deal with it.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That would make the
thing ridiculous; we do not want that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am trying
to point out that the law at present—and
it is not being altered bry this Bill—is that
if & man has in his possession fish that are
undersized, he will be liable. AR this Bill
does is to say that if, being caught with
such fish in his possession, & man is only
the servant or agent of the owner, he may
reeover from the owner fines and costs
imposed upon him.

Hon. (. W. Miles: There is no objeetion

te Mr. Mann’s proposal that no conviction

shall be recorded.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I said that
if anybody likes to move that there shall
be no convietion recorded if one is found
with undersized fish in omne's possession,
it can be eonsidered. That iz what it
amounts to. But every person who is
found with undersized fish in his posses-
sion will immediately say be is the agent
for someone, and for someone whom we can
never find. I will not discuss the prae-
ticability of the proposed amendment until
it is before the Committee. Mr. Fraser
suggested there would be difflenlty over
the returns, but there agsin I feel that
members have not properly read the Bill.
At present the law provides that persons
lieensed under the provisions of the Aet



shall furnish the returns. They do that
at present, and there is no diffieulty about
it.

Hon. G. Fraser: If it is already in the
Act, why put in it again?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We are try-
ing to make it easier for them. The Bill
states that the information ‘‘may’'! be re-
quired. It is for the purpose of obtaining
uniform statisties of the fishing industry
throughout the Commeonwealth, and the in-
formation is reqguired for ‘the C.S.IR.O.
At present the wording is ‘‘shall’’ and not
“may.! .

Hon. (i, Fraser: Then all the Bill does
is to alter ““shall’’ to ““may’’¥

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, and it
sets out in more detail what informatien
may be required. Members need not fear
that the measure will be detrimental to the
industry. Its effect will be quite the con-
trary. Mr. Fraser mentioned trout fishing
and T would point ont that nearly all the
trout in the streams have been acclimatized
by, and in one sense belong to, the sociely
that put them there. In such streams there
are likely to be found also earp and perch,
which can be caught on the hook, and it
wight be diffienlt to prevent lads fishing
with bent pins, and eatching trout. The
society has done a wonderful job and I
think we should give it the protection it
seeks. These streams have no importance
as commercial fisheries, their value being
only from a sportsman’s point of view. It
is in that direction that the provision is
required.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
In Committee.
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chief Seeretary in eharge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 9—agreed to.
Clause 10—Amendment of Section 24:

- Hon. W. J. MANN: I move an amend-
ment—

That at the end of Subelause (6) s proviso
be added as follows:—

Provided that where an agent or servant
succeeds in recovering from his employer the
amount of fine and costs in which Le haa been
mulet, no conviction shall be recorded against
him,

[89]1
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“will achieve his object.
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I think the intention of the amendment is
elear. It will proteet innocent persons
against having their names placed on the
police records and having convictions re-
gistered against them for something they
are almost powerless to prevent.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The amend-
ment is meaningless. Subelanse (6) states
“Where a servant or agent is so con-
vieted . . . . He has to be convicted be-
fore he can recover any fines or costs from
his employer.

Hon. W, J. Mann: I am asking only that
the conviction be not recorded.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That is con-

tradictorv. No legislation can ecancel a
conviction. That ean be done only through
an appeal court or by action of the
Governor.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The Chief Secretary
has not read the Bill properly, either, Under
Subelanse (6) the operation of the convie-
tion may be suspended. )

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is the
operation of the conviction, and not the
conviction itself,

Hon. W. J. MANN: The Chief Secretary
is splitting straws. T thought I had made
the amendment quite clear. Surely if it
can be suspended— S

The Chief Secretary: The operation is
suspended, not the convietion.

Hon. G. Fraser: What are the words you
propose to add?

Hon, W. J. MANN: I propose to add &
proviso that where an agent or a servant
succeeds in a case and the fine and costs
of which he iz mulet are refunded to him,
no convietion shall be recorded against him.

Hon. G. FRASER: T am in sympathy
with Mr. Mann’s desire but I realise, with
the Chief Seecretary, that there is some doubt
as to whether the words he proposes to add
The main thing he
seeks is that the convietion should be waived,
and I do not think his amendment will do
that.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Well, move another
amendment; I am only desitous of achieving
my chject.

Hon. G. FRASER: A man must be eon-
vieted before this other action ecan be taken.
If he is successful in litigation and some-
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thing can be done to wipe out that con-
vietion, well and good; but I do not think
the amendment as it stands will achieve that.
However, I cannot, at the moment, suggest
a way out of the dlfﬁeulty

Hon. H. A. C. DAFFEN: I suggest that
the word “expunged” ecould be used. If-
the fine is recovered, the conviction could
be expunged from the record.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .- . 14
Noes . 7
Majority for 7
Avma,
Hon. J. M. Cunningham Hon. A. L. Loten
Hon, H. A, C. Daffen Hon., W. J. Mann
Hon. R. M. Forrest WHon, H. T.. Roche
Hon, Sir Frank Gibson Hon. A, Thomson
Hon. H, Hearn Hon. H. K. Watson
Hen. J, G. Hislop Hon. P. B. Welsh
Hon. L. A. Logan Hoz. 0. W. Miles
{Teller. }
Noga,
Hon. &. Bennetts Hon. E. M, Heenan
Hon. E. M. Davies Hon. H. 8. W, Parker
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. Q. Fraser
Han. W. R. Hall {Teller.)

Amendment thus passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 11 to 13—agreed to.
Second Schedule:

The CHATRMAN: T draw members’ at-
tention to the following corrections which
will be made to the schedule, subject to the
approval of the Committee. The following
are the alterations proposed: —

(a) In line 10 substitute the word ‘‘Plani-
pora’’ for the word ‘‘Planiprora.’’

(b) Strike out the closing bracket in line 21.

(¢) In line 33 substitute the word ‘‘Panu-
lirus’* for the word ‘‘Panuliris, !’

(d) In line 34 substitute the word ‘‘pela-
gicus’’ for the word ‘‘polagicus.”’

(¢) In lme 36 substitute the word ‘‘Pen-
aeopsis’’ for the word ‘‘Penacapsis.’’

I take it that the Committee endorses the
corrections.

Schedule agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and the
report adopted.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—APPROPRIATION (No. 2).

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLE-
MENT (NOTIFICATION OF
TRANBACTIONS).

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time,

- Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hgon. H.
S. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
{3.9] in moving the second reading said:
This Bill is being introduced to ensure that
the Land Purchase Board is aware of all
farming properties that are being placed on
the market. The Government considers this
essential in order to assist the War Service
Land Secttlement Board in obtaining pro-
perties, and it is intended that the measure
shall operate until the 31st December, 1951.

The Land Sales Control Aet passed last
vear enahled a continnation of this control
which was aetually an extension of the
Commonwealth National Security Regula-
tions which were prolonged sinee 1946 un-
der the transitional provisions of the De-
fence Act. In that Act special recognition
was made of the claims of former members
of the Defence Forces to purchase properties
suitablé for farming, and there is little
doubt that this provision has enabled a
much greater proportion of ex-Servicemen
to he placed on properties than is the case
in any other State. This is clearly indicated
in statements by the Commonwealth Minis-
ter in charge of War Service Land Settle-
ment.

‘While the policy of this Government is to
pursue the development of Crown Lands as
far as possible, the purchase of partly-
developed properties, particularly in the
wheat and sheep areas, is essential. The pur-
chase of these properties will ensure a con-
finuity of allotment of properties to ex-
Servicemen, pending virgin areas being de-
veloped to a stage ready for settlement. The
Government has provided that the applica-
tion of the Land Sales Control Act giving
priority to returned Servicemen for a
period up to six weeks for the purchase of
properties through the Land Sefilement

’
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Board shall be eontinued to the 31st Decem- .
ber, 1949, when the Land Sales Control Act

will lapse.

It is the desire of the Government to en-
sure that the Land Purchase Board shall be
aware of all suitable properties which
owners may wish to sell and that a reason-
able period shall be given to the board in
which to make essential inquiries before the
Government is involved in any purchase and
to negotiate with the owmer or his agent.
The Bill provides for & maximum period of
six weeks, although the Land Purchase
Board undoubtedly will be able to give a
decision on the majority of properties be-
fore this t{ime has expired.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: Does the Govern-
ment expegt to get a lien over the land?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. The
‘Bill is quite simple and has been designed
to eause as little inconvenience as possible
to vendors, purchasers and the commerecial
public. As the Land Purchase Board is
interested only in suitable properties, the
Bill excludes all properties which have little
chance of being regarded as suiftable for
ex-Servicemen. Provision is made for all
properties below 150 acres in area in the
Bouth-West dairying districts to be ex-
cluded, as well as any property in the
wheat and sheep or oat-growing and sheep
districts below 1,500 aeres. There is no
duestion of the price being contxolled and
if the Land Seftlement Board is unable to
come to an agreement within six weeks
after the property has been offered to the
hoard, the vendor is then at liberty to sell
in any other direction. The Land Pur-
ehase Board had acquired 410 properties
to a value of £2,318415 during the last
three and & half years which will subdivide
into approximately 560 farms. It is hoped
fhat the Bill will enable a continuation of
the purchase of properties, partienlarly in
the wheat and sheep areas. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Hon. A. L. Loton: It is hardly fair to

ask members to deal with the Bill without
their baving a chance to look through it.

The Chief Secretary: Move to adjourn
the debate.

On motion by Hon. A. L. Loton, debate
adjourned. A

-
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BILL—MARKETING OF EGGS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [3.19]: I have
perused the Bill and am satisfied, as the
Chief Seecretary said when moving the
second reading, that it involves only a
slight alteration. That alteration is that
one member, instead of being appointed by
the Minister, shall be elected by the in-
terested people. Although the alteration
appears to be simple, it might mean that
the board may not function as effectively
in the future as it bas in the past.

The board comprises six members and
this alteration means that three will be
directly eclected by the producers, two will
be appointed by the Minister as con-
sumers’ representatives, while the sixth
will be a person nominated by the Minis-
ter. To use the words in the present Act
in Seetion 7, Subsection 3(d}, that person
‘‘shall be a person nominated by the Min-
ister who is not engaged or financially in-
terested in the business of purchasing or
selling eggs and who shall be the chairman
of the board.’’

I admit frankly that according to the Act
the producer-representative appointed by the
Minister had, under the terms of paragraph
(a} of Seetion 7 (3), to be a person who
was  interested  commercially—otherwise
financially—in the production of eggs. But
I draw the attention of members to
this point: He was then appointed. By
this change he is to be elected. There-

. fore, if he does not do what he is told by

the producers he is likely to lose his seat
on the board. That is the difference
between his being appointed and being
elected. I do not desire to see the board
reach a stalemate and this is possible if the
proposal in the Bill is agreed to. I would
like the Chief Secretary to inform mem-
bers what the constitution of the present
board is and what the position is with re-
gard to voting. Has the chairman at pre-
sent a deliberative as well as a casting
vote? If not, there is likely to be a stale-
mate.

The Chief Secretary: One of the mem-
hers of the board may bhe absent,
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Hon. G. FRASER: There is that possi-
bility, but I question whether any of them
would be absent if an important deecision
had to be reached. T hope the Chief See-
retary will be able to give the House the
information 1 have asked for, as I fear the
board may have some diffieulty in carrying
on its business. I support the seeond read-
ing.

The Chief Seeretary: I am sorry I have
not the information, but I will endeavour
to get it by the time we deal with the Bill
in Committee.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
In Commiitee.

Hon, G. Fraser in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1 and 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Amendment of Section 7:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have had
a burried glance through the previous Act
and cannot find in it any reference as to

whether or not the chairman has a delib-
erative as well as a casting vote.

Hon. A. Thomson: T presume the chair-
man would have a easting vote.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I eannot find
any reference to it.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Assembly.

MOTION—EOSFITAL ADMINISTRA-
TION, DISTRIBUTION AND
PINANCE.

As to Inquiry by Royal Commission With-.

drawn.

Debate resumed from the 2nd Angust on
the following motion by Hon. J. G.
Hislop :—

That this House requests the Gavernment to
appoint a Royal Commission te inquire into
and make recommendations apon—

{a) the administration of Tospitals
throughout the State, both governmental and
committee-controlled, as well as private in-
stitutions;

[COUNCIL.]

(b) the distribution of hospitals through-
out the State in relaticn to publie require-
ments;

(c) the effect of Commonwealth legisla-
tion and price fixation upen hespital finances
and maintenance.

HON., SIR FRANK GIBSON (Meiro-
politan-Suburban) [3.28]: Some time has
elapsed since Dr. Hislop moved this motion
and I was under the impression that the
Government had decided not to proceed with
it, particularly as a council had been
appointed to do in some measure what Dr.
Hislop desired should be done. The thanks
of all members and all eitizens of the State
who are interested in the treatment of the
sick are due to Dr. Hislop for introduveing
the motion, which T am sure will receive
unanimous support. During the years that
he has occupied a,seat in this Chamber, he
has been consistently seeking improvement in
the conditions under which those in need of
hospital treatment are eared for.

Not a session has passed that Dr. Hislop
has not referred to. the need for greatly
improved facilities in our hospitals. His
voice has been almost a solitary one, crying
in the wilderness of unconcern. I venture
to say that there is no-one in the State
with a greater knowledge of what is neces-
sary in hospital equipment or amenities than
the hon, member. Many years of valuable
honorary service in the wards of our publie
hospitals, 'and almost as many on the beard
of management of the Royal Perth Hospital
have provided opportunities which, with his
own special professional knowledge, have
given him the practical experience which
enables him to speak with authority on the
conditions under which our hospitals, both
publie and private, are managed and how
these conditions can be imprgved.

Those of us who have taken an interest in
hospital management know there is much
need for improvement. Some 23 years ago
T was chairman of a Select Committee
appointed to inquire into the conditions of
the hospitals of the State—with special re-
ference to those in the agricultural and
Goldfields. areas. We found a very sorry
state of affairs—buildings unsuitable, staff
short, equipment lacking and, on the profes-
sional side, an almost insuperable difficnlty
in consulting other professional men, =
facility greatly to be desired and which is



[28 SepreMBER, 1949.]

available to patients in any hospital in the
metropolitan area. Certain récommendations
were made. I do not know how many of
them were adopted, What I do know is
that today, as far as our community hos-
pitals are concerned, there is little improve-
ment in the amenities available.

If the motion is ecarried and the com-
mission suggested by Dr. Hislop appointed,
it does not neepssarily follow that all its
recommendations will be dealt with immedi-
ately. What it will do will he to establish
a base plen which will, in the course of a
few years, greatly improve the conditions
existing today. To establish regional hos-
pitals, equip them with the mechanical and
technical appliances required and the highly
qualified professional staff necessary, will
take time and cost a lot of money., Of re-
cent months we have heard a lot about a
free medicine scheme. Of course it is not
free, if by that one understands that it
costs nothing. It is free only in name.

Many times T have expressed the view that
the Commonwealth Govermnent would have
conferred a greater benefit on the general
health of the community had it made avail-
able for the improvement of hospitals, the
provision of pYe-natal and post-natal elinies,
and support for the fight against tubereulosis,
the money which this free medicine scheme
will ecost under the present proposals. All
we will do will be to create a large number

of medicine addicts, who will be very little

hetter for the physic they swallow, instead
of rearing a generation who, when it reaches
old age, will need very liftle of the medicine
which the Commonwealth Government is so
anxious to give 1t.
the charges made for hospital aecom-
modation. I personally have had some ex-
perience of them. They are such that to
a man in receipt of a moderate income the
problem of meeting them is a serious one.
Whether thev are too high or not I am
not in a position to say.

The ¢ommission, if appointed, could in-
quire into the matter of charges. We all
know that ecosts have risen greatly; that
nurses’ salaries have been inereased—not be-
fore this was justified. The fipures quoted.
by Dr. Hislop yesterday were surprising
to me. That 15 per ¢ent. of the ontpatients
at the Royal Perth Hospital were immi-
grants is astonishing, and indieates that

9

Dr. Hislop referred to -
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sufficient carve is not exercised in choosing
those who are accepted as future Aus-
tralian citizens. The faect that so many of
them are patients suffering from T.B. im
Woorcloo supports this view. Hospital costs
are now terrifically high. The cost of the
Roval Perth Hospital is alarming, and the
annnal costs amounting to close on £500,000
must cause great concern. Everywhere hos-
pitals are being sought.

Quite recently I accompanied a deputation
to the Minister for Health from the local
authorities in the Midland Junction area for
the purpose of seeking his support in the
geeuring of a site for a hospital in that
district. Such a hospital is urgently needed
and must be provided in the near future.
In Fremantle we have a hospital with 196
beds. They have not been used to their-
full capaeity, owing to the difficulty of
securing staff, both professional and do-
mestic. As members know, this hospital, or
the greater part of it, is obsolete and quite
unsuitable for modern hospital work. A few
days ago I ecalled on the seerctary. His
office is in & bunilding ereeted over 100 years
ago. In this same building are women’s
medical wards. It requires no great imagi-
nation to know how unfitted they are for
the purpose to which they are put.

Ouly 4 small part of the hospital at Fre-
mantle is of modern construction, and, mak-
ing a guess, T shguld say it will require
£500,000 to ereet a suitable and modern
building. I found that the cost per hed
amounted to almost £300 per annum. The
estimated cost for the ecurrent year is
£105,000, of which salaries and wages will
absorb £85,000. The minimum charge for
a single bed ward is 17s. 6d. per day—the
maximum permitted by the Prices Commis-
sioner. Maternity hospitals are needed
urgently, and, as Dr. Hislop has mentioned,
a petition dealing with this phase of hos-
pital work has already been prezented fo
the Minister. The commission, if appeinted,
could deal with all these matters. Tt is
my earnedt hope that the motion will be
agreed to, the commission appointed, and’
the hospital position in Western Australia
raised to a status of which we can all be
prond.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [3.35]: I
support the motion which is similar to the
one I placed on the notice paper last year.
There must have heen some need for it,
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as it has been brought up agaim. I stress
the point that when I was on a trip through
my constituency, I saw what the hospitals
have to put up with because of lack of ae-
commodation and nursing staff. T commend
Dr. Hislop for bringing the motion forward.
He is a man who has a knowledge of what
is oeeurring in the metropolitan hospitals
and, I suppose, those in the rest of the
State. He went to America some time ago
and returned with valuable information.
The Government should publish a report of
what he saw there so that it could be avail-
able for the benefit of the State generally.

There is need for some sort of inquiry.
At Kalgoorlie the intermediate ward has
been closed for a few years. It would per-
haps be useful if it were handed over to
the other organisation which is operating
in that centre, and which has a full nudsing
staff. At the maternity hospital in"Kal-
goorlie T think there are three trained
sisters where usually there are seven. I
have heard many eomplaints about the lab-
our ward being close to the other wards.
It is not o good thing for a young mother,
who is expeeting, to hear, prior to being
confined, what is taking place.

We know the Government is confronted
with shortages of building materials. The
commission would say what hospitals were
required, and, althoughgit might be hard
to get the necessary materials, the inquiries
would probably bear a lot of fruit..~Last
year I said that eertain matrons and nurses
suggested that a change of matrons every
two vears would help to get more nurses
into the hospitals. The Under Seerctary
_for Health recently went to Esperance
where there is an eleven-bed hospital. We
have had as many as 22 patients in that
hospital at a time. Sinece the Under Sec-
retary was there he has eancelled the plans
and specifications that we had, and is get-
ting new ones drawn.

The commission suggested in the motion
might do something better for Esperance.
At Norseman we generally have a full staff
of sisters, The mine assists the hospital by
giving a refund of the lighting charges.
The hospital pays the light and beating ac-
count at the end of the month, and the money
is refunded.

The Chief Seeretary: I thought that was
a close secret.

[COUNCIL:.)

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I do not think so.
That shows that with s few extra ameni-
ties the employees feel assured that they
will be working at a decent hospital with
a good nursing staff, which is what is re-
quired. The Coolgardie hospital last Mon-
day week had to ask the Kalgoorlie Gov-
ernment Hospital to send two nurses to
Coolgardie_immediately to carry on the
night shift. An elderly woman was ob-
tained to assist the house staff. That posi-
tion arose because the girls walked out.
The matron was doing a 24-hour shift. The
amenities there are deplorable. The night
nurses sleep with the other nurses. They
have no washing facilities in their rooms.
They have to go to. the maternity ward
to wash. There is no hot water system.
There is a stove with a hot water urn on
it, and that is how the staff gets the hot

water.
b

Southern Cross has a decent sort of hos-
pital, but it is scaltered, which means a
lot of walking for the sisters in conveying
the food to the patients, and in patrolling
the wards. A Royal Commission might sug-
gest something to overcome those troubles.
At Merredin the nurses quarters are all
together, and the amenities are not what
they should be. There is a lot of trouble
at Lake Grace. The same thing applies at
Ravensthorpe. When I was there the hos-
pital was elosed becanse it was not possible
to get nursing staff. We saw where it was
proposed to take over a certain property
at Fremantle for a maternity hospital. We
heard members of another place saying that
that the hospital facilities at Fremantle
ave not as good as they should be. There-
fore, there is room for a Royal Commis-
sion, or some inquiry, to go into the whole
matter and see what ean be done for the
better hospitalisation of our people, and
whether some assistance ean be given to
our nursing stafls,

The Government might investizate the
possibility of changing matrons around or
else an increase in the wages of nurses, and
the provision of better amenities. Tt has
been suggested to me that nurses could
work under a similar svstem to school-
tenchers, That might be one way of over-
coming our difficulties, The motion moved
by Dr. Hislop, if carried, will providé as-
sistance to the (lovernment in overcoming
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these problems, and might bring about a
better system for hospitalisation. I sup-
port the motion.

HON. A, THOMSON (South-East)
[3.47]: I have pleasure in supporting the
motion so ably moved by Dr. Hislop. If
members will glance at the terms of the
motion, they will see that it desires the
appointment of a Royal Commission to in-
quire into the administration and distribut-
tion of hospitals. Those are most laudable
objectives. The health of the community is
of vital importance to the nation as a whole,
and I eonsider this Parliament has heen most
fortunate to have the advice and assistance
of one who has become almost a world-
wide authority on medieal services. Dr. His-
lop has practical knowledge of the hospitals
of this State. On more than one oecasion
be has impressed this House with the im-
portance of the prevention of sickness and
the necessity for giving more attention to the
health of our people.

T am sure that if this State had had the
benefit of the findings of a Royal Commis-
sion, sueh as is suggested in the motion, the
appalling and costly blunder of the Royal
Perth Hospiial would never have been vou-
templated by any Government, The appoint-
ment of a panel of doefors to assist the
Medical Department ean, and will, render
useful advice to the community, but, acting
in an honorary capacity, their advice is, and
always will be, subject to departmental ideas
and * controls. We all know the gifficult
position of any Minister who dares to run
counter to the departmental viewpoint.
From the findings of a Royal Commission a
definite policy could be laid down and it

would be not only helpful to any Minister or.

Government bnt it would also edacate people
regarding the proper methods which should
be adopted to meet the future hospital needs
of this State.

Let us take Dr. Cook's report which
appeared ‘in today’s issue of “The West
Australian.” T will refer briefly to his open-
ing remarks. He stated that we have archaic
and unco-ordinated methods of health and
medieal administration involving dissipa-
tion of effort, frustration of endeavour and
inordinate delay in exeention. Then he
points to the anomaly of hospitals. He said—
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The anomaly had developed that the well-
to-do, who financed the old public hospitals by
voluntary suhseription, muat, when ill, be con-
tent to pay for hospital aecommodation less
elaborate and in many cases less satisfactory
than that which they had provided free of
charge for the indigent.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The well-to-do didn’t
do all that either; most of it came from the
working people.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Then Dr.

went on to say—

Cook

Demand for heds. The formulation of a com

prehensive policy for the provision of beds im
both private and public hospitals in the metro-
politan area could no longer be delayed.
It is severa] years sinee Dr. Hislop first
drew the attention of both the Government
and the public to this drift. Here is a pub-
lic statement by the officer in charge that the
position in the metropolitan area has become
so bad that the provision of more beds
cannot any longer be delayed. The maternity
hospitals are in an appalling state, and we
find that in 1939, in the metropolitan area,
there were 402 beds, while in 1949 the num-
ber has dropped to 319 beds—that is, 83 beds
less than were available in 1939. In 1943,
the total number of beds for general accom-
modation was 1,765, and in 1948 the number
had dropped to 1,695, or 70 less for the
metropolitan area alone, despite the fact
that we have been increasing our population,
If the Government and Parliament had taken
the advice submitted by Dr Hislop, both
the State and the sick would have been in
a much happier position than they are to-
day.

We have much for which fo thank the
Lotteries Commission in this direction.
Large sums of money used to go to the
Eastern States, hut since the introduetion
of the Commission that money has remained
in Westernt Australia and has been of advant-
age to our charitable institutions. When the
measure to set up the Lotteries Commission
was introduced, there was a good déal of
harsh and adverse eriticism. Statements were
made that it would do away with the help
of people who were giving freely. As
far as we Lknow, there are very few
wealthy people in this State who are in
a position to give enoymous sums of money
to erect hospitals. I do not know of any
person or voluntary organisation that wounld
be able to raise as much money for pmblic
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hospitals and charity as has been provided
through the efforts of the Lotteries Commis-
sion.

When the new Royal Perth Hospital
building was started, I think the interest
and sinking fund payments were gnaranteed
by the Lotteries Commission. At present,
the Commission is erecting premises at
Canning Bridge for aged women, Those
premises are being built and financed by the
Lotteries Commission and, when they are
completed, I understand they will be handed
over to the administration of the Medical
Department. I congratulate the Lotteries
Commission on providing decent accommo-
dation for aged people, and I hope that at
a later date, on land adjacent to those build-
ings, they will be able to provide similar
accommodation for the old men and pioneers
of Western Auvstralia. Sixty acres of land
has been set aside for the purposes of those
buildings. '

‘The provision of cotteges and rest homes
has been a serious problem for old people,
and, in my opinion, previons Governments
in particular have been remiss in not making
provision for the care of aged pioneers of
both sexes. Until this work was put in
thand by the Commission, nothing had been
«done. With a view to seeking some infor-
-‘mation, I asked the following qguestions in
‘the House:—

(1) What is the estimated cost of buildings

now being erected at Canning Bridge making
proviaion‘for the housing of aged women?

(2) How many buildings are being erected,
and for what individual purpose are they to be
azed?

(3) Is provision being made for women
able to look after themselves to have a sep-
arate and individual room?

(4) Are separate cottages being provided
to enable married couples to end their days to-
gether?

(5) 1s it the policy or intention of the Gov-
ernment to make similar provision in country
areas, thus avoiding aged people having to
sever themselves from friends and relatione?

The reply I received was— -
(1) £175,000.

That will be money well spent in caring for
these people. The reply then went on to
state—

(2) (a) Nine,

{b) (1) Nurses’ quarters. (2) Hospital for
the hedridden and those requiring constant
supervision. (3) Block for those capable of

[COUNCIL.]

attending own needs.
tages.
chen,

(4) Three duplex cot-
(5) Administration quarters and kit-
(6} Recreation hall, and (7) Laundry.
In reply to my question as to whether the
Government intended to make suitable pro-
vision in country areas, the answer was
“No.” I have represented country constitn-
encies for many years and I would like
Dr. Hislop to add a clause to his motion
for the provision and eonsideration of hous-
ing old people in country distriets. I£ cot-
tages or accommodation could be provided
for these people in the country districts
they would be able to remain near their
friends and relatives.

The country people are entitled to the
same consideration as that extended to those
living in the metropolitan area. If is wrong
that men who have lived useful lives in
the country areas should be compelled to go
to the Sunset Home, and the same thing
applies to the women folk, T see no reasom
why ecountry homes, under such organisa-
tiong as the Silver Chain Bush XNursing
Scheme, could not be built in the country
areas. ‘Phese instifutions could be assisted
by the loeal anthorities and the big-hearted
people of the distriect. The Government
could also assist and foster a spirit of self-
help,

Sitiing suspended from 4.0 to 4.20 pm.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I have shown that
so far no provision has been made for the
establishment of homes in the eountry areas
for aged people, I take this opportumity
to congratulate the Government on having
removed from the administration of the
Health Department what I have always con-
sidered a very serious and unjust blot, Prior
to the inception of the Loiteries Commis-
sion and the assistance it has since rendered,
country distriety had to provide half the
cost of any new hospital building, the Gov-
ernment making available the halanee. That
arrangement did not apply to the metropoli-
tan area.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It applied to Fre-
mantle.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: The people resid-
ing in the metropolitan area were privi-
leged to have their hospitals erceted entirely
free of cost to them. It stands to the eredit
of the Government that it has removed that
anomaly and placed country hospitals on
the same footing as those erected in the
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metropolitan area, In view of the fact that
the Lotteries Commission is spending over
£200000 in providing a home for aged
women—it will be money well spent and will
cater for a longfelt want—1I had hoped that
some tangible support would be given to the
provision of cotiages, rest rooms or hostels
in country areas where old people might be
acecommodated.

I had hoped that with the help of the
Government, loeal governing authorities
concerned and people who, as 1 previously
mentioned, take a deep inferest in move-
ments such as the Silver Chain Bush Nurs-
ing Scheme, something of the sort wounld
be accomplished and thet financial assist-
ance would be rendered in that direction.
Under existing circumstances, owing to eon-
ditions over which their families may have
no control—it may be due to lack of aceom-
modation or shortage of finance—old men
and women are forced to come to the
metropolitan area and enter institutions
here. To my mind that is a sad refleetion
upon the christianity and the spirit of
charity that is supposed to imbue us in the
present enlightened era. If is a very sad
reflection on the presenf generation.

IWhether we like it or mot, we cannol
avoid growing old and should recognise our
duty to make better provision for aged
people. It has been stated that the oecu-
pant of one of the homes provided by that
organisation is a man who actually suggested
the inauguration of coftage homes in times
of affluence many years ago, but who after-
wards fell upon evil days. Many are the
heartrending cases of mothers having to
leave the families thev reared and enter a
home for aged women or seek gecommoda-
tion in a rest home,

I strongly support the appointment of a
Royal Commission. I consider that Dr.
Hislop more than onee has pointed out to
the House the course that ought to be fol-
lowed and bad his advice been adopted,
we wounld have been in a very much better
positien today. I believe that the findings
of a Royal Commission wonld prove bene-
ficial not only to the Government of the day,
but also to future Governments. The dis-
tribution of hospitals throughout the State
in relation to public requirements is a matter
imposing a most important duty on the
Government and calling for a deeision.
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Frequently there occurs e certain amcunt
of inter-town jealousy and possibly hos-
pitals are provided at three or four centres,
whereas, under co-ordinated effort, an effi-
cient hospital could be provided to serve
the whole area with greater efficiency. In
saying that I am not casting any reflection
on the admirable work done by the small
country hospitals. I urge members o pass
unanimously the motion so ably moved by
Dr. Hislop.

~

HON. H. A. C. DAFPFEN (Central}p
[4.298]: I was prepared to support the move
for the appointment of a Royal Commis-
sion on the administration, distribution
and finance of hospitals, but since the an-
nouncement that the Government -has. al-
ready taken ametion in the matter and the-
fact has been published that it has already -
appointed a couneil to do this work, am imr- -
quiry by Royal Commission does nol now
seem to be so necessary. No more time:
should be lost in formulating a general
plan for hospitalisation services in tH&F
rapidly growing State; for the demand,
especially with our owr natural increase
in population and the inflax of migrants,
is continually growing.

While I am concerned about a plan for
the proper organisation of medical serviges

“for the whole community, I fee] I shomld

once again press for some atiention to be
given to the provision of a new hospital
for the Geraldton district. Whether it is:
a regional, & distriet, or a base hospital.
or any other fype of institution does not-
matter.  What is important is thet it ie
high time this distriet, which is so far
away from- the metropolitan area, should
receive some attention.

The old hospital was built in 1887 and
is in itself something of & museum piece.
The old operating theatre has to be seen
to be believed. I often go to the hospital
on various missions, and T ¢an assure mem-
'_Ders it is always a relief to get away from
it on account of the feeling of depressior
it engenders. I agk members to imagine
the effect it must have on the patients. T
am sure it is only the Florence Night-
ingale spivit that keeps the matron and
sisters at work in that hospital when there
are so many other hospitals, better equip-
ped and with better staff amenities, fo
which they could go.
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A regional hospital has been promised
for Geraldton; the land has been reserved,
and a contour survey completed. But even
if the drawing up of plans were put in
band ai once, it would probably be two
years before the job could be commenced.
If we could only have a declaration of an
intention fo make an early start on the
building, some satisfaction conld be voiced.
Years ago I suggested that the old hospital
should be turned into an aged people’s
home. It is rapidly becoming that now,
without the amenities I envisaged at the
time. That is just another reason why a
new hospital should be commenced as soon
ms possible. Being 300 miles from Perth,
:the town is thrown very much on its own
resouroes; and the people, often divided

.on other matters, are unanimous in their
.demand for a new hospital.

I am satisfied that a council set up on
:the lines ennounced by the Government
-would thoroughly investigate the needs of
the whole State and would indicate a plan
of campaign which would do justice to the
State’s requirements in a general way.
While T would originally have supported
the motion, I do not see any need for it
now in view of the Government’s an-
nounced intention. I therefore propose to
wote against it,

HON. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM (South)
14.35]): Despite the somewhat belated an-
nouncement that the Government intends to
do somcthing in this matter, until I know
something more definite or Dr. Hislop de-
cides to withdraw his motion, T intend to
sapport him and to siand or fall on what-
ever he decides. I helieve that no man in
Western Australia is more qualified or com-
petent to voice concern on the matter of
hospitals in this State than he. I think T am
voicinz the opinion of most members when
1 say that; and the fact that Dr. Hislop
chose this time to reveal his perturbed state
of mind in connection with the matter, is
snlficient indication to me of the importance
of my supporting his motion.

The concern of members representing
varjons parts of the State is evidenced by
the monotonons regularity with which we
read in local papers reports of their visits
to hospitals in their districts. Some of these
reports appear to be rather eensorious and
we often find letters in reply from members

[COUNCIL]

of hospital staffs published in the papers
indicating that they have the feeling that
the interest shown by their parlinmeftary
representatives and statements made as to
what they have seen on their visits, are
something in the nature of a reprimand of
the management. We know, of course, that
that is not intended and never has  been.

Growing concern is experienced by mem.-
bers at the conditions they observe when,
visiting  bospitals. Some bhave heen
brought up to date but others have not.
When comparisons are madg, one ecannot
help but feel very grave concern at the
prevaijling conditions, which appear to be
drifiing, despite the money spent and the
good work already done by the Government,
Progress in that respect is probably being
retarded either by what might be called red
tape or simply through ignorance of the
position in certain districts. A searching in-
quiry, such as is recommended by the mo-
tion, would bring to light causes for the
harmful and injurious halting of work that
needs to be done.

Not Jong ago I had oceasion to visit the
Merredin hospital, snd I had a long talk
with the matron. She said she was working
24 homrs a day and snatching a minunte or
two of sleep whenever she could. She re-
quested headquarters to supply additional
staff, and I understand the reply she re-
ceived was, “Pat a bed on the verandah and

-let the doctor sleep on the job” That sort

of thing is not conducive to a happy staff;
and I think that aa inquiry such as has been
suggested would indieate directions in which
assistance could be given in overcoming
shortages such as that.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Surely we do not
want a Royal Commission for that.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: I do not
suggest that & Royal Commission should be
appointed for that purpose alone. That is
just ene instance, There are hundreds of
other places where there are similar short-
comjngs which warrant an imquiry by a
Royal Commission.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: You and I are good
enough judges of that sort of thing.

Hon. J. M. A, CUNXNINGHAM: Prob-
ably; but that is only one point. I am con-
cerned about the position of some of my
constituents of Kalgoorlie who are suffering
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the after-effects of last year's poliomyelitis
epidemic. We know the good work Dr. His-
lop undertook in connection with that mat-
ter. Large sums of monky were raised in or-
der that something might be done, but what
has been achieved up till now? I had ocea-
sion to visit the Infectious Diseases Branch
today and what I saw there was responsible
for the questions of which I gave notice this
afternoon. I would like to have had the an-
swers to those questions before speaking on
this matter: but unfortunately the debate
on this motion was resumed earlier than I
had expected.

Some of the discoveries I made at the
hospital were rather startling. Last year at
the peak period of the epidemic, over 300
patienis were receiving treatment. At pres-
ent there are still 15, exeluding out-
patients. Of those 15, five need the saline
bath treatment. I understand that is given
zenerally in the early stages of the disease,
and later on it is not quite as important but
is still benefieial. At present the patients
receiving it have to be taken by ambulance,
anccompanied by the physiotherapist, to
Hollywood, They leave the hospital about
1 p.m. and arrive back at 4.30 p.m.

Al that waste of time could be avoided. If
was intended to install a bath at the Infee-
tious Diseases Branch. The work was begun
some months ago but nothing further has
been done. We were told that the bath had
to he purchased from the Eastern States
and that it would arrive on a beat which
reached Fremantle a few days ago. However,
the boat has come and gone, and there was
no bath on it. Could not something be
done ahout that? If we had an inquiry,
we might ascertain the reason for the de-
lay in the arrival of equipment such as
that.

Twelve months ago we were all in some-
thing of a panic about the poliomyelitis
epidemic. Now that the cutbreak has died
down and there has been less publicity
given to the matter, apparently our con-
cern has abated. But an epidemic is oc-
curring once more in the Eastern States
and in Ameriea, and it will be recalled that
our outhreak was preceded by epidemics
in those places. We have no reason to he-
lieve that the same thing will not happen
again. I understand that the disease runs
in ecyeles of three or four years, but it is
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not three years sinee the previous cutbreak
in the Eastern States, and we could have
another visitation here.

At present two wards—20-year-old
struetures—have been converted for use
by poliomyelitis patients. There are two
solariums or sun rooms, kitehen equipment
and quarters for the physiotherapist and
ocecupational therapist. Those rooms are
only partially covered on the outside walls
and that has been the position for months.
The patients must have exercise and af
present they are climbing, with gll their
harness and equipment, over an uneven
board floor. There is no provision for them
to exercise on the grass outside the huild-
ing, but they have to walk backwards and
forwards along a covered archway, over
rough boards on which it is unecomfortable
to tread even when one is in good bealth.
That is all that is provided for them.

A request was made for a lawn on which
they could exercise, which would provide
more pleasant surroundings for them, but
nothing has been done in that regard. In-
stead of that there are seraps of timber
and so on scattered around on the ground.
Within 20 feet of the main ward where
these helpless patients ave lying, there is
a portable circular saw sereaming all duy
long. It is driving the staff mad, and the
unfortunate patients simply have to put
up with it.

Among my questions I asked about roof-
ing for the new wards. Portions of them
have been roofed with galvanised iron, and
Goldfields metbers in particular well know
what a galvanised iron roof is like on a
hot day. The ceilings are simply asbestos
beneath the galvanised iron. In the actual
words of the staff and patients, in hot
weather it is a little hell. Many of the
patients eannot even raise their hands to
fan themselves on a hot day or to pull the
rugs over themselves in eold weather, In
view of the peculiar eireumstances sur-
rounding the inmates of these wards, every-
thing possible should be done to see that
they are provided with every comfort and
convenience,

It is no use saying that files are hard
to get, because, as is well known, galvanised
iron is also very difficult to procure. We
shou'd go ahead and provide whatever type
of roofing is most suitable for this hospital.
Fortunately the staff there is adequate for
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the present number of patients. The siaff
ineludes oceupational therapists, physio-
therapists and ordinary nursing steff. Until
a short time ago the nursing consisted of
& visit twice 2 day to cheer the sick people up
and the feelings of the patients at that
time were terrible. Now the sister in charge
has instilled some discipline in the wards
and the position is mueh better.

Padres now visit the patients and the
treatment generally is much improved. All
of this could be reported on by an inquiry
such as Dr. Hislop seeks. The plaster room
at this hospital, where splints are made
and plaster is cast on the limbs of the
patients, consists of a little Army tent, the
walls of which are about three feet high.
It contains a bench and a rough couch that
is msed by the patients, and every drop
of water used for the plaster has to be car-
ried there by the nurse from the nearest
tap some distance away. The position there,
as in many other places, is bad. I was asked
to make inquiries into this partieular matter,
and have done so.

Before leaving this subject I would revert
to the matter of saline baths. At present
three or four of the patients ait the Infec-
tions Diseases Hospital need such baths
and if the hospital had its own facilities
in this direction all the patients could have
regular dips and would benefit by that treat-
ment. Instead of that, neither the time nor
the equipment is available there, and only
those that mosf need this form of treat-
ment can have it. Even then their baths
must be very short, beeause of the limited
time available when they are taken to Holly-
wood. T must also mention the inadequate
storage space provided for the belongings
of patients. Their various possessions, and
pieces of equipment that are used in the
hospital, are hanging here and there all over
the place.

One portion of the ward looks like a junk
shop. 1 am told that that is the physio-
therapy section. Herizontal bars and
other equipment are all erowded together.
T'ndonbtedly the facilities for the freatment
of these patients will he good epough when
finished, but at present the position leaves
room for vast improvement. We on the
Goldfields have particular reason for con-
cern over the poliomyelitis question, becanse
Kalgoorlie is the first major stopping place
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for travellers from the Eastern States, where
the disease is again reaching epidemic pro-
portions,

Y bave no doubt that in due course the
usual safeguards will be put into operation
and that po-one will be allowed to contact
the people arriving on the frain.  Never-
theless, Kalgoorlie is still the first major
stopping place for trains from the East
and in {hat area we are greatly concerned
about the introduetion of poliomyelitis.
Now is the time to do something about it, in-
stead of waiting until cases are coming in
from all over the State, crowding out the .
hospitals with 300 or 400 patients at a
time.

The Ravensthorpe district has been men-
tioned, and at one time South Provinee
members represented that distriet, but under
the new distribution of seats that will not
be so. However, I have received, from in-
terested people in that area, communica-
tions about hospitalisation, and they have
every reason for concern. They are a long
way by road from any hospital, and have
been promised a new hospital for many
vears. Their position is peculiar, in that the
department will not allow any work to be
done on the present unused dilapidated build-
ing until they have a matron to take charge,
and they cannot get a matron to go there
until they can provide sunitable quarters, and
50 on.

We can do nothing about it because the
board simply says, “Find somebedy to zo
there and we will then do something,” and
our reply has to be “We cannot get anyone
to go there until the position has been im-
proved.” I hope some answer will be found
to this problem. Despite what has been
said about statements by the Government as
to what it intends or hopes to do, I have
pleasure in supporting the motion.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
[4.35]: In view of the remarks made by
so many members, I do not feel it is neces-
sary for me to go to any length in explain-
ing the Government's position. Dr. Hislop,
in movin~ the motion, stated that he did not
suggest that the Royal Commission, if ap-
pointed, shonld be other than a fact-finding
one, T have explained to him the reason
why this matter has not been dealt with
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earlier, and I believe he is satisfied with the
explanation I gave. In moving his motion
he thought that a plan should be formulated
for future hospitalisation in this State.

There have already been a number of
inquiries and reports on this subjeet, includ-
ing one by Dr. Le Souef and another by
Dr. Rislop himself, in connection with
modern trends in hospitalisation. These re-
ports have been duly considered. As mem-
bers are aware, a hospital planning eom-
mittee was set up during the last term of
the previous Government and some members
of that commitiee were senior members of
the medical profession. The plan was ap-
proved by the previous Government and
adopted by the present Government.

So that the Government will have the best
advice available to it, a health couneil has
been set up with the Commissioner of Pub-
liec Health as chairman and doetors pos-
sessed of specialised knowledge in every
department of medicine as members. These
men have heen selected by the B.M.A. It
is intended that this body shall constantly
consider the hospitalisation problems ¢f the
State, It will be kept informed of and in
touch with all onr medical problems and will
therefore at all times have a full knowledge
of the State’s needs in this regard.

The relevant facts are already known and
what is now required is the best advice on
how to act on those facts. It is submitted
that the State Health Council will be a body
competent to deal with such matters. Tt
will be able to bring more ability and
greater knowledge to hear on the subject
than counld a Royal Commission, I there-
fore cannot see any good purpose that eounld
be served by the appointment of a Royal
Commission.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [458]: I
commend Dr. Hislop for moving his motion,
but I am sorry I cannot support it because,
as stated by the Chief Secretary, those con-
cerned in the Government service, members
of hospital boards throughout the State and
a great number of medical men who are
keenly interested in bhospital planning, al-
ready know what the position is.

Hon. A. Thomson: Do they know the
position in the eouniry?
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Hon. E. H, GRAY: Even if it were pos-
sihle at present to provide the necessary
hospitals we could not find the requisite
medical staff. Hospitals all over the State
are short of medical men and even greater
than that is the shortage of nurses. I am
surprised that no attempt has been made
to seek out from among the displaced per-
sons arriving in this State, those with medi-
eal or nursing skill. The department has
sought norses in the Old Country, but I
wonld like to see an endeavour made to use
the services of skilled migrants who have
come to this State. Many of them would
not be able to pass the examinations laid
down in this eountry, but their qualifications
would enable them to help in this direction.

Hon. L. A, Logan: They are using some
of them now.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It must be infuriat-
ing for those who take an interest in our
hospitals to read in the Press of medieal
men coming to Australin from oversea and
having to work as orderlies and so on in
various parts of the Commonwealth. The
B.M.A. is not altogether clear of blame for
the position in which we find ourselves.
We all know that the pasition is aggravated
by the shortage of nurscs, doetors and do-
mestic staffs. A further faet which contri-
butes to the trouble is that in view of the
high rents thai can be obtained, owner-
matrons of maternity hospitals have been
converting their institutions into flats, be-
cause they are thus assured of an easier
means of living. That is one of the reasons

“why we are so short of maternity hospitals

in the metropolitan area. This debate af-
fords raembers an opportunity to speak on
hozpitals. 1 think the jate Hon. 3. W.
Munsie was extremely keen to plan for the
hospitalisation of this Stute, and he was the
first to initiate the regional planning of
hospitals,

Hon. W. J. Mann: He did not get much
farther than that.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: He made some pro-
gress, and even in this morning’s paper an
snnonncement was made by the Government
of the start of a new hospital at Pinjarra,
which is part of the regional plan, and these
who have taken part in hospital work—and
I have done my share—will realise the diffi-
culty that successive Governments have been
faced with. This debate gives me a chance
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to say something about the Fremantle
Government Hospital. I would like the
Minister for Health, through the Chief See-
retary, to make an announcement as to the
future of that hospital. As I have men-
tioned, they are in frouble there. The Fre-
mantle people are very uneasy about the
lack of informafion as to the future of
their hospital. I know that it can be comn-
verted into one of the best, outside Perth,
which could possibly be built in that distriet.

‘With the removal of the old immigration
home, which must go eventually, and the
sooner the better, there will be ample room
for the erection of a new women’s medical
ward. The community ward, which should
be extended, has been a great boon to the
public of Fremantle and country residents
as well. Half the cost of that extension was
raised by the local residents, Mr. Thomson
made a great mistake when, he said that the
country people were the only ones that en-
gaged in collecting funds for hospitals. For
many vyears, Fremantle people were be-
steged with appeals for money for the baild-
ing of that institution. The Fremantle hos-
pital ean be made into an ideal institution.

At the rear there is ample room on rising
ground for the erection of a modern con-
valescent hospital. That is not my idea.
That was a proposal put up some years ago
by the then Medical Superintendent, Dr.
Ken Aberdeen. That ground is Government-
owned, and there is plenty of it. I would
like the Minister for Health to make an
announcement of future poliey. It has been
rumoured that someone in the department
has sugzested that the present site of the
hespital is not suitable for extensions. I
am emphatic that if that is the view; if is
a very wrong one. I know a great deal
of money will be involved, but it would he
of interest to Fremantle people if an early
deeision could he made so that we shall know
what the plang are for the extension of that
boilding. I want to see it extended on
modern lines on the present site, becanse it
is one of the best that can he found in the
district.

I think that the move for a Royal Com-
mission would be a waste of money and I
am surprised at the motidh being moved in
its present form, becanse if there were to be
a Royal Commission the only possible com-
missioner that should be appointed wonld
be a judge of the Supreme Court. It would
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not be wise to appoint anyone below that
standing to inquire into sucly a comprehen-
sive subject as this motion postulates,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Would it not be
better to appoint an oversea medical man?

Hon, E. H, GRAY: No. I have a great
admiration for doctors, but I am not very
impressed with their judgment once they
go outside the ambit of their profession,

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Like lawyers,
Hon. A. L._Loton: Bakers are the same,

Hon. E. H, GRAY: Doctors make very
poor businessmen; that is my opinion. My
experience, which extends over a quarter
of a century, has taught me that the bulk
of medieal men—I am not decrying their
splendid work in the community—once they
get involved in a business proposition, have
no idea of the value of money, which they
waste in thousands. I do not wish to con-
vey a wrong impression in this Chamber of
my opinion of doctors, beeause I have a high
admiration for the wonderful work they
have done in public hospitals and the ex-
cellent service they continue to render to
the community., The appointment of a
Royal Commission would be futile, because
the information that is sought on hospital-
isation for this State is already in the pos-
session of the Public Health Department.

Hon. A. Thomson: Well, why does it not
do someihing?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: How can it do any-
thing? Firstly, we must provide homes for
the thousands of people who are urgently
in need of them. By that means we will
get to the source of the problem, becanse
nothing fills hospitals quicker than mothers,
fathers and children being crowded into
tenements under bad conditions. Therefore,
when we get down to business and basie
facts, we would be helping the hospitals
by reducing the number of patients that
enter them if we first of all provided homes
for the community, To overcome that
obstacle, it is absclutely necessary that the
people who are homeless should be provided
with dwellings and at the earliest oppor-
tunity attention could then he given to the
erection of new hospitals and the enlarge-
ment of the present ones. Although sym-
pathetic with the objeets which Dr, Hislop
seeks to attain, I think the earrying of this
motion would be a mistake, would mislead
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the public and wounld result in a grea$ deal
of time being wasted to ascertain facts
which are already in the possession of the
Health Depariment.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[5.10]: I will begin by endorsing the senti-
ments expressed by other members who have
spoken, and by applauding the sincerity
animating Dr. Hislop when he introduced
the motion. His interest in the topic is well
known to all of us, and I am sure we ap-
preciate his object ip submitting the pro-
posal. However, Mr. Gray has struck a note
which appeals to me, and that is that first
things must come first, especially in these
diffienlt times. If we can house people prop-
erly and decently, I believe we will do some-
thing to save the nocessity for a greater
number of hospitals or the enlargement of
existing ones. 1 realise that we must have
up-to-date hospitals and continue to im-
prove them, but I canhot see that we need
a Royal Commission to tell us what is re-
quired to be done.

Surely the Department of Public Health
is staffed by people who have made proper
vesearch into the subject and who have the
inteiligence which high officers in a depart-

ment snch as that should possess. For in-’

stanee, they ought to know that in Kalgoor-
lie we have an intermediate ward. Off-hand,
I cannot tell members the extent of the ac-
commodation that would be available in that
ward, but it has been closed for some con-
siderable time. We antieipated -that
there will be an immediate growth of popu-
lation on the Goldfields, particularly in
smal) places such as Mt. Monger, Broad Ar-
row and cther mining centres which have
no hospitals, and patients from soch places
will have to fravel to Kalgoorlie when they
require hospital attention.

It is obvious to me that we shall have
more acute hospitalisation problems on the
Goldfields than we have experienced in the
past couple of years. T do not want any
Royal Commission to tell me the reason for
that, because it is too obvious; there are not
the nurses to staff the wards. Mr. Cunning-
cham visited the Infer.tmus Diseases Hospital
today, and T wish to applaud him for his
interest, because I am sure that the infor-
mation he was sble to give us this afternoon
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has been of considerable benefit to all of us.
Surely the Department of Public Health is
well aware of the facts which he outlined.

We do not need a Royal Commission to
clear up matters such as that. I will not
labour the subject further except to remind
the House that last night several members
who opposed a measure which had in mind
the appointment of one inspector laid great
emphasis on the expense that was to be in-
vaolved, and here we are asked to carry a
motion for the appointment of a Royal
Commission to report on facts which are
well known to all of us and which, I believe,
are well known to the Department of Public
Health.

I believe that if we pass a motion such
as that under diseussion, we should do so in
all sincerity, feeling that something would
be achieved. But to carry the motion would
be merely s pious expression, It would cer-
tainly give us the opportunily to say that
we voled for the appointment of a Royal
Commission but in my opinion we would be
almost misleading the public if we passed it.
For these reasons, while I applaud the gen-
era]l motives of those who have voiced griev-
ances, I feel it my duty to oppose the
motion.

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [517]: I
join with other members in expressing ap-
preciation of the informative speeches de-
livered from time to time by Dr. Hislop
relating to health matters. I think we all
realise the great neces:uty for providing
hospitalisation for the people of the State.
I certainly agree that country districts are
entitled to proper hospital faecilities. I
also agree that proper facilities should be
made available in areas where large num-
bers of people are domiciled..

We have just completed another sec-

tion of the Royal ' Perth Hospital,
with its fine appoiniments and facili-
ties. It is an institution in which we

cap all take pride, Nevertheless, we must
realise that it is necessary to establish hos-
pitals in the various zones of the State.
Whilst I am pleased at all times fo listen
to Dr. Hislop on the guestion of hospitals,
I feel I eannot support his motion because,
as he has said and as the Chief Secretary
has intimated this afternoon, one of the
purposes of the Royal Commission wounld
be faci-finding. A council] has already
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been constituted by the Government which
is in a position to ascertain the various
facts contributing to the condition in which
we find our hospitals today.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Do yon think that
conncil Wil] eall evidence?

Hon. E. M. DAVIES< The evidence is
available, should the ecouneil desire to
get it. I could give that body some
facts and figures relating to the Fremantle
hospital. Facilities are available for these
facts to be ascertained and therefore I can-
pot agree that it is neeessary to appoint
a Royal Commission for that purpose. I
think we would all concede that the hos-
pitals throughont the State are in a very
sorry plight and that any Government, ir-
respective of Party, would take steps to
remedy the position if it were possible to
do se.

Whilst we all agree that the condition
of our hospitals today is bad, there are
one or two reasons that I think cannot be
rceepted, because my association with this
guestion has led me to believe there is no
co-ordination between the Treasury, the
Health Department, the Public Works De-
partment and the Tender Board. Many of
the disabilities eonld be overcome if there
were some co-ordination between those
various departments. The Fremantle hos-
pital is the second largest institution of
its kind in the State. It was pointed out
this afternoon that the Geraldton hospital
is an old building, but I point out that
portion of the Fremantle hospital is over
100 years old, as has already been men-
tioned this afternoon by Sir Frank Gibson.
That portion eonsists of the administrative
offices, the operating theatre, the x-ray
room and the women’s medical ward, as
well as the bedrooms and sitting room for
the doetors.

For a long time past it has been con-
stantly neeessary to draw the attention of
the Health Department to the eondition of
the Fremantle hospital, which provides for
the needs of the people living in an area
extending from Rockingham to Claremont.
It also takes a number of conntry eases
and shipping eases. It is urgently neces-
sary to overcome some of the difficulties
of that institution. We have had much
trouble in endeavouring to seeure sufficient
nursing and domestic staffs. At one time
we were deeply concerned at the prospect
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of having to close two wards because we
could not obtain sufficient medical staff, I
do not know that anybody is to blame.

There is a shortage of nurses and
domestic staff. We might overcome the
domestic staff problem by offering the girls
higher remuneration, which they are able
to obtain at hotels where their conditions
are much better than they are at the hos-
pital. Possibly consideration counld be given
to that aspect. We have ‘been able to get
a doctor to accept an appointment now and
again, but, as I have already said in this
House, young doctors will not go to Fre-
mantle if they have a chanee of getting on
the staff of the Royal Perth Hospital. Until
sueh time as a medical scheol is established
in this State we shall have trouble in secur-
ing our medical staff.

As I have said, the attention of the
Health Department has been drawn from
time to time to the requirements of the
Fremantle hospital. As a matter of fact,
the department was asked to make provi-
sion for bedrooms for the medieg! staff,
so that they cculd live adjacent to the hos-
pital. Unfortunately it is not possible to
make snch provision at present. A com-
mittee was formed some years ago and it
made ecertain reecommendations which I
understand were conveyed to the Health
Department. There has, however, been no
plan or blueprint prepared of improve-
ments to the hospital; consequently there
can be no proper planning of additions for
the purpose of housing the staff. As I
said, there is very little co-operation be-
tween the Treasury, the Health Depart-
ment, the Public Works Department and
the Tender Board and fhis necessarily
caunses preat delay.,

3 This debate has given members the op-
portunity to place hefore the Government
such facts as are in their possession. I
therefore think that the eouncil which has
bheen set up by the Government will, in
furn, have these facts placed before if. T
trust that ere long our haspitals will he
put on a hetter footing. Whilst T appreciate
Dr. Hislop's motive in tntroducing the
motion, I feel that no good purpose wounld
he served by appointing a Royal Commis-
sion, as the eouncil appointed by the Gov-
ernment could ascertain all the necessary
facts. I oppose the motion.
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HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[6.27]: We have listened doring the debate
this afternoon mostly to statements by mem-
bers in regard to hospitals in their pro-
vinces. I do not think that such statements
come within the ambit of the motion.
For many years past we have been hearing
a great deal about public health and hospi-
talisation; I believe there has been more
talk on those two subjests than on any
other. Mr. Gray referred to what Mr.
Munsie had said on this question. In those
days there was the opportunity to do some-
thing, but a great deal has not been achieved.
Whatever the fate of the motion—I do not
know that T shall vote for it—I think the
Government has stolen Dr. Hislop’s thunder.
I pay him the eompliment, however, of say-
ing that T am sure, had it not been for his
initiative, enterprise and energy, this ques-
tion of hospitalisation might still he drifting
as it has been for years.

Hon. A. Thomson: Hear, hear!

Hon. W, J. MANN: I do not think any-
one can say that the administration of the
Public Health Department has given com-
plete satisfaction. On innumerable ocea-
sions we have had complaints oof only in
the metropolitan area but throughout: the
State from the porth to the extreme south.
Some of the complaints have been serious,
Coming to more recent times, T recollect that
Dr. Hislop provided the State with a valu-
ahle report on his observafions in countries
where public health and hospitalisation are
in a more advanced stage than here. That
was two years ago. This Government has
allowed the report to remain in the pigeon-
hole end has refused, as far as I know, to
take any notice of it. That is net playing
the game. When a member of the Legisla-
tare—of either Honse—who iz specially
gifted by training and experience to submit
a treatise on a matter of vital importance,
the lenst the Government can do is to have
it printed and eirculated.

The Chief Secretary: You cannot get the
printing done.

Hon. W. J. MANN: That is a lame
excuse.

The Chief Secretary: It is so. “The West
Australian” was doing ours a little while
ago.
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Hon. W. J. MANN: If the Government
submitted its printing to private tender, it
would be done very quickly, Omne of the
departments we might have an inquiry into
is the Government Printing Office, but that
is getting away from the point. I am sur-
prised at the Chief Secretary’s making such
a puerile excuse.

The Chief Secretary: I did not think you

would be surprised at anything I said.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I do not know what
was in Dr. Hislop's mind—I ean assure
members I have not had two minutes’ eonver-
sation with him on the motion-—to cause him
to move it, but I assume that early in the
session he felt, seeing his report had been
pigeon-holed, it was time to take further
action. If members will read the motion,
they will not see much to eomplain about in
it. Some of the speeches have been certainly
wide of its terms, the first of which is that
it asks for the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission to ingunire into and make recom-
mendations upon—

The administration of hospitals throughout
the State, both pgovernmental and ecommittee-
controlled, as well ag private institutions.
Surely there has been room for a long time
for an inquiry into the administration of
some of the hospifals. If we are to aeeept
what we hear in the city and the country,
there has for a long time been ample need
to make inquirics in that connection.
Although time and again this session the
House has risen before tea because
of lack of bhusiness, this motion has
been allowed to stand without attention. We
ought to object to that kind of thing. I do
not know just what the Chief Secretary
would reply to that, as he is not here. I
might say in passing that T think this House
is entitled to the presenee of a Minister in
his seat when a debate is in progress, even
though it is on a private member’s motion. Tt
is not eourteous to find the ministerial bench
empty when a private member's motion is
being disenssed.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: The Chief Secretary
might have had to go out.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Well, be has had a
pretty bad time this afternoon because he
has been out of his place quite a2 number of
times.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Youor turn might
come soon.
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Hon. W. J. MANN: Perhaps. It seems
that any attempt by a member to secure an
inquiry into the administration of the per-
manent head of some department imme-
dately brings upon the member concerned,
if not ridicule, something akin to it. I ean-

not help thinking that if we knew all the-

circumstances surrounding this matter, we
would find that there has been some such
feeling. 1 believe it is the duty of every
mc¢mber who feels he can contribute to the
weltare of the State, to bring the matter
farward. I think, too, it is the duty of the
Government to take eognisance of what he
says. There is nothing that the Government
ean be particularly proud of in having
allowed the motion to remain until the dying
hours of this Parliament, and to have dealt
with it then by means of the meagre reply
that was given today.

I am satisfied that the action of the Gov-
ernment in appointing the State Health
Council has been hastened by the motion.
Although I appland Dr. Hislop for his
action, I do not think we can get any
further by passing the motion. TIf I theught
we could, I would vote for it. I have veiced
my impressions. 1 am of the opinion that
Dr. Hislop might well, after having heard the
views expressed by members, withdraw the
motion. I do -not think anything will be
gained by passing it because I am perfectly
satisfied the Government will not take any
notice of it. :

HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan—in
reply) [5.34]: 1 assure the Chief Secretary
that 1 am quite satisfed with the reasons
he has given me for the delay in bringing
the matter before the Honse. I do not feel
the slighiest bit hurt about it. All T am
here for is to do what I consider to be my
duty in connection with the public health
of the State. I have done it previously and
1 shall continue to do so. I am, however,
rather dismayed at the scant reply given
to what must be one of the most important
features of our community life. I do not
for a moment think that the Government
has answered the question of the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission by appointing
the State Health Council. I suppose there
is really a certain amount of feeling that
I might be in a difficult position were I to
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criticise the State Health Council. There
are pambers of things I feel I ean reply
to on this motion, and I propose to do so.

There has bheen a suggestion by some
members that if we pass the motion for a
Royal Commission we might mislead the
public. Nothing is further from my mind
than to mislead the public. What I think
is happening is that those members have mis-
led themselves. T have no intention of trying
to mislead either them or the public. I
thank the members who spoke abont me in
such laudatory terms, but I do not ask for
that sort, of thing. L However, I do not like
to hear a member make such remarks, then
add the word “but” and refer to only por-
tion of the motion as a reason for not voting
for it. This is not to be only a fact-fnding
commission, but one to make recommenda-
tions on the facts.

Let us take one fact that would probably
come out very rapidly because il seems, in
the last 24 hours, to have become most im-
portant in our hospital organisation. I wish
to quote from the report of the Commis-
sioner of Public Health which was yester-
day laid on the Table of the House, It is
at variance with the reply given to me by
the (overnment, which assured us that all
was well I think it is the duty of those
memhbers who said that the department
would know all the facts o consider the
words of the Commissioner for Public
Health, Dr. Cook, who said—

XNo forward astep towards efficient re-organ-
igation of the hospital system was taken during
the year. ©On the other hand the anomalies
and embarrassments associated with the in-
creaging disparity between existing hospital
organisation and current requirements became
increasingly acute.

This disparity stems in an early divergence
and prolific subsequent growth of hoapital
needs from the tardily developing adminiatra-
tive system rooted in the economic and sececial
goil of a bygone era.

All does not sound well! It is quite obvious
that all is not well when one reads the open-
ing remarks of the Commissioner. Ap-
parently I am no longer a voice erying in
the wilderness. Under the heading “Ad-
ministrative Inadequacy,” he mentions a
number of the things that my proposed
Royal Commission would ask for, because
he says—
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One ecannot eseape the conclueion that effec-
tive health administration is seriously impeded
and the extension of activity into new fields
largely frustrated by the outmoded and irra-
tionally devised establishment of the depart-
ment.

In the past, the apotheosis of the lay admin-
istrative officer and the traditional reliance
upon him to determine the scope and design of
the department, have developed a structure
which, though doubtless in harmony with
Treasury and Public Service preconceptions,
iz ill-adapted for its avowed purpose and alien
to teehnical requirements.

Those are the facts that would come ont if
the Royal Commission that I have asked for
werc appointed. Among other things, it
was these facts that I wanted to elicit and
it was following upon these facts that I
wanted some rlteration in the whole system.
Especially is this so when the Commissioner
says that he ean do nothing and he cannot
get anywhere because of the outmoded sys-
tem. Just let us turn to the final words
used by the Commissioner in his report.
There we will see the mental struggle which
that officer is having. In conecluding he
used these words—

Notwithstanding archaic and unco-ordinated

methods of Lhealth and medieal administration
involving as they do dissipation of effort, frus-
tration of endeavour and inordinate delay in
cxecution.
Those are the words of the Commissioner.
Yet members of this House are quite satis-
fied to make the statement, “Surely the de-
partment knows the facts and will act npon
them.” There are the facts.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: You did not finish
that quotation.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Does the hon. mem-
.ber want me to finish it?

Hoan. E. M. Heenan: Yes, I think. you
ghould because you lelt it in the air.

Hon. J. G. HISLOFP: The whole quota-
tion is as follows:—

Notwithstanding archaie and unco-ordinated
methods of health ard medieal adn-iristration
involving as they do dissipation of effort. frus-
tration of endeavour and inordinzte delay in
execution, the health of the State nsg mreasured
by vital statisties, attained during 1% a
standard never previously achieved in We=tern
Anunstralia and one eomparing more than fav-
ourably with the achievements of other
States,

It may reasonably be expected that re-organ-

fsation by permitting a more intelligently .

planned and better co-ordinated assault upon
disease, wounld effect an even more rapid and
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substantial reduction. If this be so, delay im
re-organisation must be at the cost of avoid-
able ill-health and death, and time devoted to
considering the impact of change upon estab-
lished administrative conventions must be pur-
chased with human lives.

That is a fairly strong statement snd I
should think it cannot make happy those
people who state that anything which finds
out facts and makes recommendations upon
them is not worth while at the moment. We
must view this matter entirely in the light
of what the Commissioner has stated and
realise that this is not something which has
grown up with this or any. other Govern-
ment.

I wish to make it clear that I have never
nsed the question of health in this State
on & political basis. I moved for the
appointment of a Royal Commission when
the previous Government was in office and
I have moved for the appointment of a
Roval Commission now that the present Gov-
ernment is in office. If there is anything that
ought to be above politics, it is the health of
the people and I am not interested in the
political colour of the Government which
is in power at the particular moment.
However, I hope that eventually, if I live
long enough, this archaic system will go
west. Until such time as we do get some-
where we are just going along with a C'om-
missioner writing reports suech as this. It
was beeause of this very system that we
lost Dr. C. L. Parke, probably one of the fin-
est publie health administrative brains in the
world. He just could not stick it and he left
us. Now, after some three years, we find
the new Commissioner making exaetly the
same statement—he cannot get anywhere
hecause of this archaic system. Therefore,
I think there is need for a full inquiry into
the hospital situation of the State.

Let me answer jfust one or two state-
ments made this afterncon. We have been
told that there is a shortage of doetors and
a shortage of nurses and, therefore, they are
reasons which we must aceept for any
delay which may take place in the provi-
sion of proper hospital administration ser-

“vices. That is not so, if we really get down

to the basic facts behind the shortage.
There is no shortage of medical men in the
metropolitan area, but there is a shortage
of medical men where the eonditions are
hopeless. Young men who are looking for
forther' experience and teaching will not
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go to the Fremantle hospital under the
present conditions. The only way that the
Fremantle hospital will obtain staff is by
paying much higher salaries to the men
concerned so that they can do a year or
two of work there and go elsewhere for
further experience. Today, that type of
man is limited in numbers,

In the old days it was recognised that if
a young physician wanted experience he
either went to an institution where. the
teaching was of the highest grade and the
pay was on the lowest rank, or he went to
an institution where the pay wes the
highest and where he could save sufficient
money to gain further experience else-
where. Those facts must still be faced.
There was an occasion where I accepted a
post, many years ago, at the Manchester
Royal Infirmary, The salary was £50 per
snnum and I had to find my own board and
lodging. However, I was very glad to
accept that post because of the experience
I gnined. This shortage of doctors and so
on will have to be faced in the same way.

When it eomes to the question of the
shortage of nurses, we have not here, or
even in Australia, yei made any move to-
wards establishing the new era of nursing
training to which I have referred so often
in this House and one which would naturally
enme within the scope of administration and
eonduct of hospitals. T have been accused of
wanting to spend money because of the
setting up of what was termed a costly
Royal Commission. But my object is to
{ry to save money.

Hon. A. Thomson: The findings of the
Royal Commission would undoubtedly give
ideas for the saving of money in admin-
istration.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Whether there has
been any real wisdom in spending of money
in the past, I do not know. If members
go past the King Edward Memorial
Hospital they will find that a vast building
for purses’ quarters is in the ecourse of
construction. I would like to know
whether any real, serious eonsideration was
piven to the question of permitting those
nurses, who are now all trained nurses he-
fore they go to that hospital, to live out-
side as is the custom 'in so many oversea
countries.

[COUNCIL..)

If it had been so, it is possible that we
may have been able to use the money and
the biicks which are now going into the
nurses’ home for the provision at least of
space for new maternity beds. Has the
whole thing really been studied on that
basis? I do not know, but I think we are
entitled to be told. It is possible that the
Government may consider it is essen-
tial that the nurses should live in so that
they can give adequate attention during
their training. But, they cannot be on
duty all the time and, taking the question
of transport, it is possible that probably
some, if not all, of those nurses could have
slept out. This is dealt with fuliy in the
report which I brought back to the Govern-
ment two years ago.

Let us take again the question of Pin-
jarra, which euriounsly, was the place I
picked out in the report I made, as the
first centre to use as a trial for the estab-
lishment of a regional hospital, I would
like to know whether the hospital at Pin-
jarra is to be along the lines of the ideas
which I gave in the planning for this area,
or whether it is simply a replacement of
the old' Pinjarra hospital. No statement
bas ever been made as to what constitutes
a regional or sub-regional hospital. Is this
new hospital to be one that will provide
pathology and x-ray departments so that
people in that district need not come to the
metropolis for so much of their treatment,
or is it to carry on and replace something
that has heen there in the past? If the
money is to be expended, and expended
rightly, on a sub-regional hospital, then this
hospital should contain all that it is intended
to contain in a sub-regional hospital. We
do net know. '

We are simply told that the first sub-
regional hospital is to be ereeted and ten-
ders have been called for and have now
closed. It is no use contemplating a
tegional hospital system, in which Pinjarra
is the centre, and then go and spend a
large sum of money on the outskirts of the
region, which would be roughly Yarloop,
where a sum of £20,000 is contemplated
in the re-erection and restoration of that
hospital. If there is a sub-regional hospi-
fal somewhere, there must be a surrounding
area which it will serve. What 1is it,
and where is it? T want to know exactly
where we are, especially when we are plan-
ning to spend a considerable sum of money.
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The cost of a Royal Commission would be
negligible compared with what we might
possibly save.

There is one further point I would like
to bring up and that is about the very
laudable attempt on the part of the Lot-
teries Commnission to provide homes for the
aged, on the banks of the Canning River.
But what relationship has that to the
erying needs of the Home of Peace! What
relationship will it have to the need of these
people when they get sick—becanse they
will when they become old? Is there io be
another hospital unit in the area or are the
people to brought to the Royal Perth Hos-
pital and placed in the old wards?

I agree with Mr. Davies when he said
that there appears to be little co-ordina-
tion and I agree with him alse that the
only way to get co-ordination is to have
a hospital commission which will spend
its time investigating these problems
and meeting the ‘needs of the people.
T am sorprised, for instance, that it was
ever necessary for a petition from 8,000
people i Fremantle to ask a deparfment
that- knows all the faets—and for the peti-
tion to be'presented to Parliament—for the
erection of a maternity hospital. Appar-
ently, since this petition was presented,
there has been a move to buy a hospital
in Fremantle, but it took 8,000 people to
oot something started. We shounld have
an organisation which is constantly looking
to the needs of the people.

It has been suggested by some members
that my thunder was stolen by the appoint-
ment, by the Government, of the State
Health Coumeil. I do not want to deery
the work that these gentlemen will do, but
the docnment which T received, as to the
possible duties of these men, is not exactly
identical with the list of duties that they
will ecarry out as laid down in the Publie
Health Commissioner’s report. These are
of a mueh wider nature. Let us take for
example No, 3—

The initiation of Siate public health and
hospital legislation as may be necessary from
time to time to establish the health and
medical organisation on a sound hasis.

During his speech, Mr. Gray said
that he had great faith in people so long
as they kept to that in which they were
trained. So have I
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I have no intention of giving advice on
any medical subject with which I am not
au fait. I have always accepted advice
given to me when I know that the people
proffering it are thoroughly skilled in that
particular task., However, I do not believe in
accepting information when I know that
the people giving it are not thoroughly
skilled in that particular branch. From
what I know of the members of the State
Health Council, not one of them has ever
administened a large hospital. Therefore
I do not think those members can give
mueh adviee about the standardisation of
hospitals, or the equipment in hospitals,
or the administration of hospitals—be-
cause not one of the members of the coun-
cil has ever had experience in administer-
ing a hospital. I would not attempt to give
the Commissioner of Public Health advice
on certain matters. o

I believe that what is necessary is not the
State Health Council as censtituted at pre-
sent but a similar body that would work
from a plan that was formulated by experts.
It wonld see to it that the plans were con-
verted into practice. In the report I sub-
mitted to the Government on regional hospi-
tals, I suggested the appointment of com-
mittaes from the profession that could be
called upon to give advice on cértain phases.
T suggested they should tender advice as to
what scope of surgery should be performed
in sub-regional or refional hospitals, the
x-ray work that sheould be ecarried out at
particular hospitals, how the various services
could be integrated and se on,

In that way men skilled in the work they
were doing would be nble te give advice on
the problems that eonfronted those imple-
menting the plan. T believe that the State
Tiealth Council must eventually end in what
we have been asking for, namely, a perman-
ent health commission. T shall read to the
House what it is proposed the Health Coun-
¢il shall eonsider. The headings include—

(1} Piscussion of and recommendations re-
garding factors of morbidity and mortality.
In thetr work in that respect the members
of the council are to ingquire into the reasons
for sickness and the cause of death.

(2} The organisation of medical practiee
hoth in its preventive and thesapeutic phases.

(3) The initiation of such public health and
hospital legislation as may be necessary from

time to time to establish the health and medi-
ecal organvisation on a securc basis,
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(1) To serve as a liaison body between the
Government and the medical profession.

(3} To give the medical profession an ef-
fectual voice in health and medical organisa-
tion.

(6) To serve as a co-ordinating body orgau-
ising the medical profession in public health
and medical practice within the State.

Every member of the State Health Council,
with the exception of one, who, I understand,
is to retire soon, is a busy man.in practice
and at least two of them live 200 or 300
miles away from the metropolis. It is sug-
gested that ‘this eouncil shall meet onece a
month. That means that once a month these
men will be able to consider giving effect to
the requirements under the whole of these
six headings.

I believe the time must come—obviously it
will be very soon— when this work will not
be done by an honorary council but must be
undertaken by a’ full-time commission. I
believe a Royal Commission could very well
inquire whether this council could deal
with any such plan as I contemplaie, or
whether it would be better to appoint a full-
time commission. 1 do not think for one
moment that.the appointment ‘of the State
Health Council has stolen my thunder. It
could very well do so if the couneil, in «
very short time should produce a scheme
for the whole of the planning and admini-
stration, on a long term basis, with regard
to the hospitals of this State. I still main-
tain, however, that there are men available
who would be able to go into our problems,
advise usy and tell us the rosd we should
travel. '

I have drawn the attention of the Gov-
ernment to the possibility that the services
of a man like Dr. Graham Davis, who, as I
mentioned previously, is recognised through-
out the United States of Ameriea as a world-
wide authorify on hospital planning, might
be made available to this State. I also
indicated that in all probability the cost
would be negligible. If the State could
have had made available to it the services
of that man, he could come here and spend
some time with us, see what our needs are,
and set out a long-range plan that we could
pursue. If that were done, we would then
have an administration to look forward to,
of which we could be proud.

[COUNCIL.]

As T emphasised when I moved the motion
for the appointment of a Royal Commis-
sion, one of the wisest things that the
American Federal Government had said to
the States there was, “Yon shall not have
any money unless you have your planning
first." The man I refer to is the head of
the Hospital Section of the Kellogg Founda-
tion and has already surveyed two or three
of the American States and Canada, A man
of such world-wide reputation could render

elp to the State that would be most valu-
able,

With regard to the motion under discus-
sion, I shall not make it difficult for mem-
bers to vote either for or against it. I be-
lieve that, irrespective of whether it is
agreed to or rejected, we shall see no Royal
Commission appointed. I trust in view of
what I have said, I have made it clear to
the House that things are not happy.
Further, in view of the suggestion I have
made that we shonld approach this man of
world-wide reputation in hospital matters, 1
trust the Government will itself take action
along the lines T have indicated.

This is not a political matter, but it is

.one in respect of which I feel deeply and

keenly. If something is done along the lines
T have suggested, it will go far towards reeti-
fying the position that is disclosed in the
report we have received from the Commis-
sioner of Public Health, and remove the re-
sponsihility that attaches to the Government
and to the Health Department. I ask leave
to withdraw the motion,

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [6.9]
in moving the second reading said: This is
a rather lengthy and somewhat important
Bill, but no new principles are embodied in
it. The objeet is merely to amend and eor-
rect various matters that experience with
the operation of the Act has shown require
attention. Members will remember that
early in the session Mr. Watson placed a
Bill hefore the House to rectify a number
of anomalies and errors in the parent Act.
Many of those matters are dealt with in the
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Bill I am now presenting. I do not think
I can help by poing over the details of ihe
amendments, but when the measure is dealt
with in Committee members will be able to
get the fullest information they need in that
respect. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chief Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 8—agreed to.
Clause 9—Amendment of *Section 59:

Hon, A. L. LOTON: I ask the Minister
for an explanation of the clanse. We have
had ‘experience before of Bills to amend
principal Aets passed comparatively re-
cently. Possibly we shall have the same
procedure negt session when another Bill
will be introduced to amend some measare
we have passed hurriedly this session. Mem-
bers have not had an epportunity to look
through the Bill which the Minister has sub-
mitted to us in a speech which did not last
for three minutes. T again voice my objec-
tion to the suspension of the Standing
QOrders which results in memhers being
asked to deal with Bills hurriedly and with-
out any proper opportunity to look through
their provisions. I see that eco-operative
companies are mentioned in the elause and I
remember the discussions we had some ses-
sions ago when amending the Companies
Act.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Clanse put and passed.
Clauses 10 to 27—agreed to.
Progress reported.

BILL—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
TRANSFORT BOARD
(VALIDATION),

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [7.36]
in moving the second reading said: This Bill
is to validate certain dppointments that have
been questioned. Legal opinion is each way,
but apparently the predominance is that the
present appointments are not valid. I think
members are aware of the fact that certain
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members of the board were appointed in
February last, and that the Act provides for
their appointment for a definite term of
three years, whereas they were appointed
for only six months.

At the end of six months, another board
was appointed, and questions have been
raised as to whether the board appointed in
February' should “not econtinue for three
vears or whether, in fact, it had been legally
appointed at all. The question that arises is
whether what the board did during that
period was eorreet, and if any of its aetions
should be challenged in a court of law, a
lot of eomplieations might result. The Bill
provides that anything dome during that
period shall be deemed to be valid and,
furthermore, that the present board ap-
peinted in Auvgust shall be valid for the
three years. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put ‘and passed.

Bill read a seéond time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.
oL
BILL—BUSH FIRES ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

Second Reading.

Debate resomed from the previous day.

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [7.40]:
Having perused the Bill, T feel that although
it is necessary to, support the second reading
on account of the clauses dealing with the
extension of time for burning off on railway
property, there are one or two points in the
measure with which I am not in agreement. s
It has always been my opinion that if a per-
son conforms to the law he should not be
deemed guilly of committing an offence.
This Biil proposes to reinsert in Seetion 8
of the principal Aect the following sub-
section :—

(4) Notwithstanding that permission is
granted as aforesaid, nothing in this section
shall be deemed to relieve any person from
liability for any actionable damage sustained
by any other person in consequence of the

burning operations carried out pursmant to
such permission.
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It appears to me to be placing a hardship
on a person if, after he has received permis-
sion to burn off under eonditions set out in
the Act, he is subjected te liability for dam-
ages if the fire should get away. The Bill
provides for the repeal of Section 45 of the
Act which reads as follows:—

‘When any person seta fire to the bush, er
conducts burning operations or lighis or uses
any fire in compliance with the provisions of
this Act and without negligence, he shall not
be liable in damages resulting from his doing
50, any law or rule of law te the contrary

notwithstanding.

The Bill proposes to repeal that section and
to replace in the Act the provision to which
I have referred which will make a person
liable if a fire he has lit for burning off
gets away and causes damage. In the Com-
mittee stage I wounld like the Chief Seere-
tary to give a very clear explanation of
what is actually injended. To my mind,
what is proposed is not fair to a section of
the community who of necessity, on account
of the vocation they follow, and in order to
protect the country generally, are compelled
to do certain burning off in aecordance with
the regulations and who are to be held
accountable in the event of something hap-
pening, even though there has been no negh-
gence on their part. .

HON. G. FRASER (West) [7.45]: I do
not intend to deal with the subject-matter
of the Bill but I have risen to point ont—
and I hope the Chief Secretary will take
notice of this protest—that it is most diffi-
cult to follow some of these Bills. I have
noticed this in the last month or so. It is
hard in this Bill, for instanece, to gather
whai sections are being amended—whether
they appear in the original Aect or in amend-
ing staiutes passed since. The marginal
note to Clause 3 of the Bill refers to the
“amendment of Section 8. That seection is
to he found in the measure appearing in the
reprinted Aets of 1943. When we come to
Clause 4 we find that it relates to an amend-
ment of Section 9, but that we can-
not fit the proposed amendment into the
section appearing in the 1943 volume. Tt
is diffienlt for members to try to follow
Bills under those econditions, especially at
this stage of the session when measures are
being snbmitted hurriedlv,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. L. Craig: This amendment was in
the Act previously and was taken out and it
is now proposed to re-insert it.

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes, I know that an
alteration has been made. I gm pointing
out that Section 8, which it is proposed to
amend appears in the 1943 volume but that
the amendment to Section 9 does not fit in
sensibly with the Section 9 appearing in that
volume. Evidently there has been some
other amendment,

The Chief Secretary: Yes, in 1948,

Hon. G, FRASER: I suggest that if in
the marginal notes information of that
deseription were supplied, members would
be able to pick up more quickly the seetion
which it is proposed to amend.

The Chief Seeretary: The reference is in
Clause 1.

Hon, G.. FRASER: I know that
the clause dealing with the short
Title sets ont what Acts are being dealt
with, but that does not give an opportunity
to members to discover in the relevant
statute the section to be amended. If, for
instance, the marginal note had referred to
the 1848 statute no difficulty would be
experienced. We know that the Section 9
referred to in the Bill has fo do with burn-
ing off till the 24th December but a refer-
ence to the 1943 volume diseloses that the
Section 9 contained therein is not relevant
to the amendment proposed.

HON. A, L LOTON (South-East)- [7.48]:
I was in the same quandary as Mr. Praser |
in not being able to follow the various
amendments early in the afternoon, but
through the good graces of the Clerk I was
able to catck up. There was some confu-
sion bercause we have had two amendments
in 1948 and an amendment in 1947 and
other amendments were made earlier. In
such circumstances 2 member has to bhave 2
pile of statutes in front of him in order to
ascertain where amendments are to be made.

The Bill proposes to reintroduce a provi-
sion that was deleted from the Aet in 1948
and also to extend the time that the Rail-
way Department ean have as an open sea-
son for burning off. The time is extended
from the 24th December to the 15th Janu-
ary. I had hoped some provision would be
made to give loeal authorities more control
over the burning off season. It is not satis-
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factory simply to have an advisory panel
in Perth deciding the burning-off season, as
conditions can change from month to month.
Two years ago in the lower portion of the
Great Southern the burning-off season closed
before the grass had flowered, and the result
was that there were no firebreaks burned at
all. In an early season it may be necessary
to end the burning-off season earlier than
usual and I hope that in the near future
local authorities will be given some discre-
tion in that regard.

Local fire econtrol officers should be given
greater powers. It is only with regard to
the burning-off of clover land that those
officers at present have power to order a
man not to light a fire. While that state
of affairs continues, the position will not be
satisfactory. I know of {wo oceasions on
which, in one section of the State, the in-
habitants were called ount to fight a bush fire
in forest country and 2 man who had a con-
siderable area that had been bulldozed,
realising th& with the direction of the wind
 his own property was not menaced, decided
to take a risk and light a fire. He did that
despite a warning from the loeal fire control
officer, who had sent him a message telling
him not to light the fire on that day because,
owing to the bush fire that was raging, ne
help would be available. .

When this man realised that he could not
be burnt out, but would get a good burn on
that day, he lit the fire. Tt got away and
the resnlt was that the people who had been
fighting the bush fire for three or four days
had to ¢ome and help him control the fire
that had got away owing solely to his own
negligence. It is necessary to have an ex-
perienced person in charge of burning off.
Even some of the older settlers do not realise
that when 200 or 300 acres of dry country
is to be burnt off there is econsiderable
danger of not being able to control the fire.
Imspections can be made but very often fire-
breaks of a size that complies with the Aet
are not sufficient,

It will be of considerable advantage to
extend the period during which the Railway
Department may burn off in some parts of
the State, but in the wetter portions of the
South-West I do not think the present ex-
tension of time will be sufficient. With late
rains in Qetober it will be impoessible to
burn off in the most southern portions of
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the State until long after the date laid down.
The result will be that the Railway Depart-
ment will not be in a position to burn off
and thus safeguard its own assets without
rendering itself liable to blame.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. .
S. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [7.55]: When introducing the Bill I
stated that its purpose was to restore to the
Aet the provisions struck out by the amend-
ing Bill in the earlier portion of this session
last year, in order to restore the common
law position which is, in effect, that a man
is liable for baving a dangerous animal on
his property if it gets away and does any
damage. The earlier amending Bill provided
that such a man was liable only if he was
negligent. As Mr. Loton has said, a farmer
might be warned not to burn off but might
still do so. Im that case, as the law at pre-
sent stands, he would not be liable if he
eould not be proved to have been negligent.
If this Bill is agreed to, the result will be
that such a man will be liable for any dam-
age caused by a fire that he can be proved
to have started.

Hon. E. M. Davies: Then why was that
provision removed from the Act?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot
sav, as I was not in charge of that earlier
Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. G. Fraser in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Amendment of Section 8:

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Can any further
information be given onm the proposal con-
tained in this clanse?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: The reason for this
provision being. taken out of the Aet was
thai when contractors were engaged on
work for the War Service Land Settlement
Scheme, large areas were involved and the
contractors were not prepared to take the
risk involved in clearing contracts ualess
they had some sort of protection in this
regard. That is why the provision was
struck out. As soon as it became known
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that the established zettlers in the areas cons
cerned were liable to be menaced by the
actions of irresponsible contractors, it was
agreed at two road board conferences that
the provision should be reintroduced in
order that the settlers might not be exposed
to unnecessary risk. The Government is
therefore endeavouring to reinsert that pro-
vigion in the Aect.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 to 6, Title—agreed to,

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted,

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and passed.

I

BILL—INDUSTRIAT, ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

]

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [8.0}
in moving the second reading said: This is
a very simple and short Bill and proposes
to make two amendments to the parent Act.
One is to provide for an appeal against the
decision of, or a penalty imposed by, an in-
dustrial magistrate, and the other is to give
power to the Arhitration Court to fix the
date from which any alteration in the basie
wage becomes effective. The Act at present
provides for only a limited right of appeal
to the Court of Criminal Appeal against
the decision of the industrial magistrate, or
the Arbitration Court, in cases where there
has been & convietton and either a term of
imprisonment imposed or a fine or penalty
exceeding £20,

T have had experience myself where there
has heen g test ease taken by the industrial
magistrate and although he has been asked
to inflict a fine of £20 in order that there
might be an appeal he has refused to do so.
This was because the matter would, on a
technical argument, involve a considerable
sum of money in wages, and the fine would
not be warranted for the particular offence
charged. The issue had an extremely large
over-all effect as a test ease. There was
great injustice caunsed beeause one could not
go bevond that magistrate. He may have
been right or he may have heen wrong hut
one had no right of appeal because he re-
fused to inflict a penalty of £20.

[COUNCIL.]

Under the present Aet a magistrate can-
not decide a matter involvieg an interpreta-
tion. That has cansed a great deal of ex-
pense in htigation because one had to go to
the Arbitration Court, but now it is proposed
that the magistrate may deal with it in the
ordinary way and from any penalty he in-
fliets there i5 the right of appeal under the
Act. There is also a further right of appeal
from the Arhitration Court to the Supreme
Conrt. Strange as’it may seem the appeal
at present is to the Court of Criminal Ap-
peal, but why I do not know,

The second amendment deals with the date
from which any alteration in the basic wagze
shall take offect. The Act provides that the
annoal basie wage shall have effect from the
1st July in each vear and remain in force
unti! the following 30th June, subject, of
course, to the quarterly adjustments in
accordance with the Government Statisti-
cian’s fizures. This is a rather rigid provi-
sien, partienlarly at present when the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Covrt fs holding a
full-seale basic wage inquiry, on which a
decision may he egiven later this year or
early next vear. Under the present provi-
sion in the Act, the Western Australian
court would be unable to adopt the decision
of the Commonwealth court until the 1st
July next.

This does not appear reasonable, and the
Bill therefore proposes that any basiec wage
declaration shall hecome effective as from
the following 1st. July or from such
other date as the court declares and shall
remain in foree until the day on which the
next annual deelaration comes into effeet.
On the 27th July last the Legislative
Assembly agreed to the basic wage being
inereased from the 1st July, 1950, The Aect
is amended to enable the State basie wage
to take effect forthwith. I move—

That the Bill he now read a secomd time.

On motion by Hon. & Fraser, debate
adjourned.

BILL—WHEAT INDUSTRY STABILISA-
TION ACT- AMENDMENT.

First Reading.

Introduced by the Chief Secretary and
read a first time.
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Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. 8.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [8.5]
in moving the second reading said: Mem-
bers will recall that when the parent Act
was passed last year it provided for the
appointment of a State board which would
act in an advisory capacity to the Austra-
lian Wheat Board, and which would appoint
one of its wheatgrower members as this
State’s representative on that board.

The State board, which is known as the
“Western Australian Agenecy Board of the
Australian Wheat Board” has seven mem-
bers, three representing the wheatgrowers,
one the W.A Flour Millowners’ Associa-
tion and one the Commissioner of Railways,
the other two being the chairman or director
and the manager of Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd. to rcpresent the licensed
receivers. All the members.hold office for
three years as from the 9th February,
1949. The Act provides that the Minister
shall seleet the three wheatgrower repre-
sentatives from a panel of names submitted
by the Farmers’ Union, and the persons
selected were Messrs. J. S. Teasdale, G.
Simpson and W, Huxley. Mr. Teasdale
was appeinted as this State’s representative
on the Australian Wheat Board.

The Farmers’ Union now advises that
their constitution provides for majority
grower-representation on the State board
and for their representatives to be elected
by ballot. They ask that the Aet be amended
to bring about confolmity with their eonsti-
tution. It was understood that this move
is being insisted upon by a majority of the
Farmers’ Union. Actually, ithe growers
have a majority on the board as, in addition
to their three representatives, the chairman
of directors of Bulk Handling Ltd. must.
under the company’s constitation, be a
farmer.

The present chairman of direstors (Mr.
W. J. Russell} is also general treasurer of
the Farmers’ Union. The members of the
union realise this but ask that their con-
stitution be conformed to and that they have
ffour direct representatives. They fully
agree that they misled the Minister in the
*+first place by agreeing to submit a panel of
names and not following out the instrue-
tion of their constitution. The Government
sees no objection to their request, and
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so the Bill provides that the pre-
sent three representatives of the growers
shall remain in office until sueh time as four
persons shall be elected by the Farmers’
Union to represent the wheatgrowers, also
that the two representatives of Bulk
Handling Lid. shall hold office until the Bill
comes into operation when the licensed
receivers will be represented by the manager

of Bulk Handling Ltd. only.

The Bill also provides that any wheat-
growers’ representative shall be eligible for
renomination at the end of his term of office
and that any reconstitution of the State
board shall not affect this State's representa-
tion on the Australian board until such time
as the reconstituted State board may make
another appointment to the Australian
board. Although no regulations have yet
heen made as provided wunder the Aet it
may be necessary to do so in the future, and
so the Bill proposes that any offence against
the regulations may be subject to the same
penalty as an offence against the Act, ie.
summary prosecution and a fine not exceed-
ing £100 or six months imprisonment, or
both., I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time. -

HON. A. L, LOTON (Suuth-East) [8.10]}:
There is not much to say on this Bill. As
$he Chief Secretary pointed out, at the re-
quest of the Farmers’ Union which believes
in grower control, four members of the
State hoard are to be elected and not three
as at present. The Farmers' Union desires
to have the right to nominate and elect four
members to the State board controlling the
wheat industry stabilisation plan. The pre-
sent board stands as constituted until such.
time as an election is held. I support the
second reading.

On motion by Hon. H, K. Watson, debate
adjourned.

i

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban): 1
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
2.30 p.m. tomorrow.

House adjourned at 8.11 p.m.



